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ABSTRACT 



A geographic based communications service system that 
includes a network and a plurality of access points con- 
nected to the network and arranged at known locations in a 
geographic region. One or more service providers or infor- 
mation providers may be connected to the network to 
provide services or information on the network. A mobile 
user (MU) may use a portable computing device (PCD) to 
connect to the network and access information or services 
from the network. The PCD may be configured to transmit 
a signal indicating a presence of the PCD as well as 
identification information indicating the mobile user. Upon 
detection of the wireless signal by a first access point in 
proximity to the PCD, and upon receipt of the identification 
information indicating the user of the PCD, the first access 
point may transmit the identification information, as well as 
the known geographic location of the first access point, to 
one or more providers on the network. The known geo- 
graphic location of the first access point indicates the 
approximate location of the PCD of the mobile user. A first 
information provider may receive this information and pro- 
vide content information or services to the mobile user. For 
example, the first information provider may select content 
information dependent upon the known geographic location 
of the first access point and demographic information or past 
activities of the mobile user of the PCD. The first informa- 
tion provider may then provide the selected content infor- 
mation through the network and through the first access 
point to the PCD of the mobile user. 
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(57) ABSTRACT 

The invention disclosed is a location blocking service for 
use in a wireless network that tracks the location and identity 
of network users, such as networks complying with 
enhanced 911 standards. The service provides a network 
user with the abihty to prevent the location of her wireless 
handheld device from being disclosed to parties other than 
the wireless network provider and PSAPs (Public Safety 
Answering Points). The network user blocks the forwarding 
of location information by signaHng to the wireless handheld 
device when the location information originates from the 
wireless handheld device, or by signaling to the network 
when the location information originates from the wireless 
handheld device or the network. Primary components of the 
present invention include at least one user interface and at 
least one location block processor provisioned in the wire- 
less handheld device and/or the wireless network. The user 
interface prompts the user of the handheld device to enter the 
commands that the send the signals to the device or network. 

9 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set 
forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, 
if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-12, 18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stewart in 
view of Baker and Moon. 

Regarding claim 1 Stewart teaches sending an advertisement to a user operating a wireless 
communication device (see col. 17, lines 52-55). Stewart teaches receiving first information about the identity of 
the user and receiving second information about a location of a user (see col. 1 8, lines 32-37). Stewart teaches 
searching a database containing one of a plurality of user-specific advertisements and a plurality of location- 
specific advertisements (see col. 16, lines 29-35). Stewart teaches accessing a database containing a plurality of 
user-specific preferences and identifying one or more preferences in a database that are associated with the user 
(see col. 16, lines 21-28). Stewart teaches selecting one of the plurality of user-specific advertisements and the 
plurality of location specific advertisements based on one or more preferences in a database (see col. 25, lines 46- 
52 and col. 26, lines 42-46). Stewart teaches sending one of a plurality of user-specific advertisements to a 
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wireless communication device in the^^m of a message over a communication^twork (see col. 16, lines BO- 
SS). Stewart teaches sending one of a plurality of location-specific advertisements to a wireless communication 
device in the form of a message over a communication network without transmitting an indication of the identity 
of the user (see col. 17, lines 51-56 & 59-60). Stewart does not specifically teach sending an advertisement in 
the form of a TCP/IP (Transmission Control/Internet Protocol) message or sending a message without 
transmitting an indication of the location of the user. Baker teaches sending one of a plurality of user-specific 
and location-specific advertisements to a wireless communication device in the form of a TCP/IP message over a 
communication network (see col, 6, lines 42-46 & 62-67 and col. 7, lines 12-20). Moon teaches selecting user 
specific advertisements in a manner that would alleviate privacy concerns by incorporating anonymous 
association of users to audience information (see col. 4, lines 14-18), It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the invention adapt to include sending an 
advertisement in the form of a TCP/IP (Transmission Control/Internet Protocol) message or sending a message 
without transmitting an indication of the location of the user because this would allow for secure WEB based 
distribution of advertisements to wireless communication subscribers. 

Regarding claim 3 Stewart, Baker, and Moon teach a device as recited in claim 1 except for receiving the 
second information about the location of the user that includes obtaining the second information for a fee. 
Stewart does teach receiving information about the location of a user (see col. 21, lines 50-52). Stewart does 
teach charging a fee for a provided service (see col. 29, lines 21-23). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the device adapt to include receiving the 
second information about the location of the user that includes obtaining the second information for a fee 
because this would allow for subscriber information used in WEB based distribution of advertisements to be 
available at a charge. 

Regarding claim 4 Stewart, Baker, and Moon teach a device as recited in claim 1 except for receiving the 
first information about the identity of the user that includes obtaining the first information for a fee. Stewart does 
teach receiving information about the identity of a user (see col. 18, lines 32-34). Stewart does teach charging a 
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fee for a provided service (see col. 2^ffnes 21-23). It would have been obviofKo one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to make the device adapt to include receiving the second information 
about the location of the user that includes obtaining the second information for a fee because this would allow 
for subscriber information used in WEB based distribution of advertisements to be available at a charge. 

Regarding claim 5 Stewart teaches receiving information about the identity of a user that includes , 
obtaining information form a user when the user registers for a service that provides one or more user-specific 
advertisements to the user (see col. 10, Unes 8-18 and col. 12, lines 40-45). 

Regarding claim 6 Stewart teaches receiving information about the identity of a user that is accomplished 
by extracting information from a message transmitted by a wireless communication device (see col 12, lines 1-8). 

Regarding claim 7 Stewart teaches information about the identity of the user that includes information 
about the location of a user (see col. 18, lines 32-37). Stewart teaches sending one of a plurality of user-specific 
advertisements to a wireless communication device (see col. 17, lines 52-55). Stewart does not specifically teach 
sending one of a plurality of user-specific advertisements to a wireless communication device without 
transmitting an indication of the location of the user therewith. Moon teaches selecting user specific 
advertisements in a manner that would alleviate privacy concerns by incorporating anonymous association of 
users to audience information (see col. 4, lines 14-18). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to make the device adapt to include sending one of a plurality of user- 
specific advertisements to a wireless communication device without transmitting an indication of the location of 
the user therewith because this would allow for secure WEB based distribution of advertisements to wireless 
communication subscribers. 

Regarding claim 8 Stewart teaches information about the identity of the user that excludes information 
about a location of a user (see col. 22, Hnes 37-41). 

Regarding claim 9 Stewart teaches accessing and searching a database, and matching the identity of a 
user received against each of a plurality of identities stored in a database to determine which of the plurality of 
user-specific advertisements is associated with a user (see col. 16, lines 30-35). 
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Regarding claim 10 Stewart Arches a communications network that iiSRles the Internet (see col. 9, lines 

35-38). 

Regarding claim 1 1 Stewart teaches receiving information about a location of a user (see col. 21, Hnes 
50-52). Stewart teaches accessing a database containing one of a plurality of location-specific preferences and 
identifying one or more location-specific preferences in a database that are associated with the location of a user 
(see col. 27, lines 17-22). Stewart teaches selecting one of a plurality of user-specific advertisements based on 
location-specific information (see col. 27, lines 6-13). Stewart teaches sending one of a plurality of user-specific 
advertisements to a wireless communication device in the form of a message over a communication network (see 
col. 16, lines 30-35). Stewart does not specifically teach sending an advertisement in the form of a TCP/IP 
(Transmission Control/Internet Protocol) message or sending a message without transmitting an indication of the 
location of the user. Baker teaches sending one of a plurality of user-specific and location-specific 
advertisements to a wireless communication device in the form of a TCP/IP message over a communication 
network (see col. 6, lines 42-46 & 62-67 and col. 7, lines 12-20). Moon teaches selecting user specific 
advertisements in a manner that would alleviate privacy concerns by incorporating anonymous association of 
users to audience information (see col. 4, lines 14-18). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to make the invention adapt to include sending an advertisement in the 
form of a TCP/IP (Transmission Control/Internet Protocol) message or sending a message without transmitting 
an indication of the location of the user because this would allow for secure WEB based distribution of 
advertisements to wireless communication subscribers. 

Regarding claim 12 Stewart, Baker, and Moon teach a device as recited in claim 3 and is rejected given 
the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 18 Stewart and Moon teach a device as recited in claim 13 except for allowing a user to 
unblock over the Internet the transmission of a second information about the location of a user. Baker does 
teach a user with the ability to turn off and on location information using a WEB page (see col. 4, lines 26-29 & 
44-47). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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make the device adapt to include all^roig a user to unblock over the Internet Wrtransmission of second 
information about the location of a user because this would allov^ for direct communication between a WEB 
based advertisement distributor and a wireless subscriber. 

Regarding claim 20 Stewart and Moon teach a device as recited in claim 13 except for one of the plurality 
of user-specific advertisements that is sent over a communication network in the form of a TCP/IP (Transmission 
Control Protocol/Internet Protocol) message. Baker teaches sending one of a plurality of user-specific and 
location-specific advertisements to a wireless communication device in the form of a TCP/IP message over a 
communication network (see col. 6, hnes 42-46 & 62-67 and col. 7, Hnes 12-20). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the device adapt to include one of the 
plurality of user-specific advertisements that is sent over a communication network in the form of a TCP/IP 
(Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol) message because this would allow for secure WEB based 
distribution of advertisements to wireless conmiunication subscribers. 

Claims 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stewart in view of Moon. 

Regarding claim 13 Stewart teaches sending an advertisement over a communication network to a user 
operating a wireless communication device (see col. 17, lines 52-55). Stewart teaches receiving first information 
about the identity of the user and receiving second information about a location of a user (see col. 18, lines 32- 
37). Stewart teaches searching a database containing one of a plurality of user- specific advertisements and a 
plurality of location-specific advertisements (see col. 16, hnes 29-35). Stewart teaches selecting one of the 
plurality of user-specific advertisements and the plurality of location specific advertisements based on one or 
more criteria pre-selected by a user (see col. 25, lines 46-52 and col 26, lines 42-46). Stewart teaches sending 
one of a plurality of user-specific advertisements to a wireless communication device in the form of a message 
over a communication network (see col. 16, lines 30-35). Stewart teaches sending one of a plurality of location- 
specific advertisements to a wireless communication device in the form of a message over a communication 
network without transmitting an indication of the identity of the user (see col. 17, lines 51-56 & 59-60). Stewart 
does not specifically teach sending a message without transmitting an indication of the location of the user. 
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Moon teaches selecting user specificlBvertisements in a manner that would alllBlte privacy concerns by 
incorporating anonymous association of users to audience information (see col. 4, lines 14-18). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the invention adapt to 
include sending a message without transmitting an indication of the location of the user because this would allow 
for secure WEB based distribution of advertisements to wireless communication subscribers. 

Regarding claim 14 Stewart teaches receiving information about the identity of a user that is 
accomplished by obtaining the information from an information provider (see col. 21, lines 64-67 and col. 22, 
lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 15 Stewart and Moon teach a device as recited in claim 14 except for receiving the first 
information about the identity of the user that includes obtaining the first information for a fee. Stewart does 
teach receiving information about the identity of a user (see col. 18, lines 32-34). Stewart does teach charging a 
fee for a provided service (see col. 29, lines 21-23). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to make the device adapt to include receiving the second information 
about the location of the user that includes obtaining the second information for a fee because this would allow 
for subscriber information used in WEB based distribution of advertisements to be available at a charge. 

Regarding claim 16 Stewart teaches receiving information about the location of a user that is 
accomplished by obtaining the information from an information provider (see col. 21, lines 50-55 and col. 22, 
lines 5-7). 

Regarding claim 17 Stewart teaches selecting one of a plurality of user-specific advertisements including, 
receiving one or more criteria from a user, storing the one or more criteria received from a user in a database, 
and consulting the one or more criteria while selecting one of the plurality of user-specific advertisements (see 
col. 25, lines 48-52 & 63-65 and col. 26, lines 42-46). 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stewart in view of Moon and 

Hidary. 

Regarding claim 19 Stewart and Moon teach a device as recited in claim 13 except for disclosing 
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information about the location of a use^ an emergency service provider v^henlRer requests emergency help. 
Hidary does teach providing an emergency chaimel to an emergency service provider when a user requests 
emergency help (see col. 2, lines 57-62). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to make the invention adapt to include disclosing information about the location of 
a user to an emergency service provider when a user requests emergency help because this would allow for WEB 
based distribution of advertisements to bypassed during an emergency situation. 



Subject: 09/740,373 

Would it be possible to e-mail your Office action for the your docketed subject named application? 

Co-pending application 09/740,375 on my docket, claims the exact same subject matter except it uses location- 
specific advertisements instead of user-specific advertisennents. 

Thanks and have a great day! 
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